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Palmer College of Chiropractic appoints vice chancellor for institutional advancement

Barbara Melbourne, J.D., has been named Palmer College of Chiropractic’s vice chancellor for institutional advancement. She began work at Palmer on Nov. 28.

Melbourne comes to Palmer from the Community Foundation of the Great River Bend, where she served as vice president for development. While she was at the foundation, its assets increased by $85 million, annual gifts increased from $3.8 to $11.5 million, and grants increased by $4.9 million to nearly $7.5 million.

The vice chancellor for institutional advancement is responsible for providing leadership in the strategic planning and execution of Palmer College of Chiropractic programs and initiatives related to alumni relations and fundraising. This executive also builds public and business awareness of the College and how it benefits its local communities and the chiropractic profession.

“We’re thrilled to secure Barbara for this ground-breaking administrative position,” said Palmer Board of Trustees Chairman Trevor Ireland, D.C. “Her background makes her a powerful addition to Palmer’s executive administrative team.”  

Along with her experience at the foundation, Melbourne brings with her more than three decades of experience, including more than 21 years of planned- and major-gift experience in higher education and social services, including previous work at Augustana College, UCLA and Penn State University.  

She holds a juris doctorate from the University of Kansas School of Law and a bachelor’s degree in philosophy from Creighton University, Omaha, Neb.

“Barb’s extensive skills in fundraising make her a perfect fit for our administrative team,” said Palmer Chancellor Dennis Marchiori, D.C., Ph.D. “She’s the first to fill this role and we think she’s just the right person to take us where we need to go.”
Palmer College of Chiropractic is the founding college of the chiropractic profession, and is known as The Trusted Leader in Chiropractic Education®. It was founded in 1897, in Davenport, Iowa, by D.D. Palmer, the discoverer of chiropractic. Palmer College of Chiropractic has more than 2,200 students at its main campus in Davenport, Iowa, and branch campuses in Port Orange, Fla., and San Jose, Calif. Palmer’s more than 28,000 alumni comprise more than one-third of the approximately 80,000 chiropractors worldwide. 
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